
Pope Francis wants to hear from you about what is happening in our parishes and in the universal Church, and what 
you think we should all be doing to make them better. To get everyoneɅs input, he is calling the entire Church to  
participate in a Ɉsynodɉ ό ǎƛ-ƴ₳Řύ, a process of consultation and listening rooted in the ancient Tradition of the Church.  
This is a big dealɁa historic undertakingɁand we donɅt want to let this opportunity pass us by. Our parish is  
conducting listening sessions (in person and virtual) as the ɲrst phase of this synod process.  There is a place at this Ɉtableɉ 
waiting for you.  We want to hear from you. 

This synod is a deɲning moment in the life and mission of the Church because its theme is not a particular issue or a 
certain group, as in previous synods. ϥnstead, it is focused on the ChurchɅs speciɲc way of living and operating  
together as Church. This way of being Church togetherɁwalking together on our common faith journeyɁis  
referred to as Ɉsynodality.ɉ  When walking together, travelers see each other, listen to each other, and help each  
other along the way.  The early Church learned to listen to the voices of the faithfulɁtheir fellow travelers on the Way 
of ChristɁas it made decisions about which way the Church should go.  The Church hasnɅt been very good at doing 
this kind of listening in recent centuries, so Pope Francis is calling it back to its roots with this question and this  
listening process. You are invited to participate in this process by sharing your experiences, listening to others, and 
listening for the Holy Spirit.  Your prayerful participation in this process will help show the way forward for the Church.  
 
 

 

Pope Francis has especially charged the Church with reaching out to those on the margins of the Church or society 
to invite them to share their experiences of our Church during the synod process.  Their voices need to be heard by 
the Church, which may not have been listening to them before.  Now it is listening, so please consider inviting friends or 
family members who have left the Church or have felt alienated or marginalized by the Church or society to share their expe-
riences in listening sessions.   

ϥnput from all parishes and groups all over the world will be synthesized at the diocesan level, then at the country/
regional level, and ultimately by the Synod of Bishops in Rome in October 2023.  An implementation phase will  
follow.   

Throughout the process of the synod, the role of the Church is to listen and learn.  As we reɳect together upon our 
past and current experiences in our parishes and how God is calling us to be Church going forward, we will be  
participating in building not only the roadmap for the Church of the future, but the foundation of the road itself.  The 
hope of Pope Francis is that the connections, relationships, understanding and new insights produced by the synod 
process itself will generate hope, inspiration, and renewed faith and energy for our common mission. 

We canɅt do this without you.  Pope Francis has invited everyone to participate in ɲnding the way forward for the 
Church in the third millennium.  We need your participationɁand your invitations to othersɁin this eϜort.  Please 
come, invite others, share bravely, and listen with an open heart.  We pray the Spirit will lead the way.  Please email 
your interest in participating to Listening@stmga.org.  We will be in touch with more details. 

 

SYNOD 2021�„ 2023 

YOU ARE BEING CALLED 

 
 
 

Coming Soon:  Listening Sessions at STM 
Synod on Synodality:  Your place at the table 

Email your interest in participating:  Listening@stmga.org 

OUR BASIC QUESTION IS:  WHAT IS THE HOLY SPIRIT SAYING TO OUR CHURCH TODAY? 

INPUT FROM THOSE ON THE MARGINS 

THIS IS JUST THE BEGINNING  

THE JOURNEY IS ALSO THE DESTINATION 

YOU ARE NEEDED 

mailto:Listening@stmga.org

